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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
RECORDING SECRETARY. 

Mr. President and Members of the Society: 

While history has been in the making on the other side of 
the Atlantic Ocean during the year 1918, the efforts of the 
Columbia Historical Society to collect and preserve the past 
history of the capital of the greatest nation on this side of the 
ocean, have met with difficulties. One result was a slightly 
decreased attendance at its meetings, due more to the many 
important meetings held nightly in the capital city in connec- 
tion with war service than to a loss of interest in the Society. 
Six regular meetings were held during the year, all in the 
Oold Room of the Shoreham Hotel, with an average attend- 
ance of about 75 members and guests ; and the same number 
of meetings were held by the Board of Managers, at which 
the business affairs of the Society were conducted, among 
other things' being the investment of the Life Membership 
Fund in Liberty Loan Bonds. The December meetings were 
dispensed with. 

The increased cost of the annual publication of the Society 
(Volume 21, issued late in the summer of 1918), due* to the 
high cost of paper and production, as well as to the fact that 
it wa9 the largest volume yet issued by the Society, was an- 
other serious result of the war conditions. Vol. 21 contains 
over 400 pages and 19 illustration, and ten or eleven papers 
read during the previous year, in addition to other reading 
matter. 

Only six papers were read before the Society during the 
year 1918, which will, however, add another interesting chap- 
ter to the early history of this District, of great value to the 
future historian. 

There have been six new members admitted, offset by six 
deaths and four resignations, — a net loss of only four mem- 
bers during these unusual times. On January 1, 1919, our 
membership was 206. 
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Our library has been increased by many war publications 
from abroad, in addition to annual volumes and pamphlets of 
other historical societies in the United States, so that our 
storage accommodations are more than ever overtaxed. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Maud Burr Morris, 
Recording Secretary. 



